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BOOK NOTICE 

Paul Wilkin  and Simon J. Mayo, eds. 2013. Early Events in Monocot Evolution. Systematics Association Spe¬ 
cial Series, Volume 83. (ISBN-13: 9781107012769, hbk). Cambridge University Press, 32 Avenue of the 
Americas, New York, New York 10013-2473, U.S.A. (Orders: www.cambridge.org, 1-845-353-7500). 
$99.00,378 pp., 88 b&w illus., 40 color illus., 9 tables, taxonomic and subject indices, 7%" x 10". 

From the publisher: Tracing the evolution of one of the most ancient major branches of flowering plants, this is 
a wide-ranging survey of state-of-the-art research on the early clades of the monocot phylogenetic tree. It ex¬ 
plores a series of broad but linked themes, providing for the first time a detailed and coherent view of the taxa 
of the early monocot lineages, how they diversified and their importance in monocots as a whole. Featuring 

ancestors. Topics covered include the rapidly advancing field of monocot fossils, aquatic adaptations in pollen 
and anther structure and pollination strategies and floral developmental morphology. The book also presents 
a new plastid sequence analysis of early monocots and a review of monocot phylogeny as a whole, placing in an 
evolutionary context a plant group of major ecological, economic and horticultural importance. 

 The first detailed modern account of the early evolution of the monocots, a plant group of major ecologi¬ 
cal, economic and horticultural importance which includes grasses, cereals, palms, orchids and yams. 

 Leading scientists in the held provide up-to-date reviews, showing readers how iconic plants like orchids, 
lilies and palms originated from largely aquatic ancestors. 
 Includes the first survey of early monocot fossils and the new insights they yield on the evolution of flow¬ 

ering plants, providing an accessible account of the latest advances in this rapidly developing held. 

PAUL WILKIN  is Lilioid  and Alismatid Monocots and Ferns Team Leader in the Herbarium, Library, Art and 
Archives Directorate of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. His main research foci are systematics of Dioscoreales 
(yams and their allies) and Dracaenoids (dragon trees and mother-in-law’s tongues), lilioid  monocots widely 
used in human diet and horticulture, with taxa of high conservation and ecological importance. He is principal 
investigator of the eMonocot biodiversity informatics project. 

SIMON J. MAYO is an Honorary Research Associate at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Since 1977 he has 
worked on the systematics and phylogeny of the Araceae, the largest plant family of the early divergent clades 
in monocots. He has been active in postgraduate teaching in Brazilian universities since 1988, focusing on 
monocot families and especially the Araceae. 
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